
From the Top Music
Albuquerque, NM

www.FromTheTopMusic.com

    Catalog 20910      4 -7 octaves handbells                          Level 3 +                                
5 octaves handchimes (opt)    

TM



&

?
œ œb œ œ œ# œ œb œ œb œ œ œ# œœ

œœœ œœ œœ## œœ œb
œœœ œb œœ œ

œ œ œ œ#( œb ) œ œ œ œ œ# œ œb œ œb œ œ œ#

Handbells Used: 4 - 7 octaves
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Handchimes Used: 5 Octaves  (optional)

4-octaves omit notes in (  )
5, 6, and 7-octaves omit notes in [  ]

Blue Lullaby
Cat. 20910
Level 3+

This piece is performed with a variety of tempos.  Gershwin's own performaces move along 
fairly briskly, perhaps mm :88 or a little faster. Other credible performances are rather slower 
at around mm :72.

Optional: play mm. 1-30 and its reprise, 45-58, with a gentle, bluesy swing rhythm.

Grace notes should be rung prior to the beat.

Given the extensive use of chromaticism in this piece, it may be advisable to use some creative 
bell reassignments to prevent excessive weaving and achieve a good legato.  In m. 10 for
example, assigning the Ab5 to the F5-G5 ringer will keep the A5-B5 ringer from having to
weave and will improve melodic line.  There are numerous other places in the piece where this 
idea might be useful. Similarly, in m. 39, the C#5 should be taken by the D5-E5 ringer who 
is otherwise unoccupied.

Optional: perform the bass-clef D in m. 61 with a "water dip" - WD

Performance notes:
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Slowly, with rubato  = 72-88
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Blue Lullaby
Prelude II (1927)

George Gershwin
Arranged by Douglas Anderson
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*m.18 through m.28: 4-octave ensembles omit the upper octave doubling of this passage
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