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Handbells used:  4 - 5 (6) octaves

Hanchimes used:  4 - 5 (7) octaves

Song of the Sea
Cat. 20878
Level 3

“Song of the Sea” is a voyage through Hawaiian waters, observing the Humpback whales, playful dolphins, 
and Manta rays in their unparalleled beauty. The crystal clear waters exhibit a spectrum of blue hues, from 
the deep sapphire of the Pacific depths to the bright turquoise near the shore.

Optional `Ili`ili: The 'ili'ili is a set of four stones used as a concussion idiophone for the accompaniment of 
Hawaiian hula. Most stones used are the dense smooth stones that come from volcanic rock and have been 
worn perfectly smooth by water.

Optional Standing Bell (large Tibetan singing bowl): StB ~ Standing bell filled with water is struck 3 times 
with a mallet, then the mallet is rotated around the rim to create the sustained note as well as Faraday waves. 
This adds to the visual and auditory effect of the piece.

If optional instruments are not available, please omit measures 1 through 16.

This piece might call for alternative assignments. The whale (bass bell melody) can be played as a bass 
handbell solo. Aside from the beginning singing bell, all other bass clef ringers could be playing chimes.

NOTES

optional 'Ili'ili  and Standing Bell

~ i ~

 =  begin singing bell
 = end singing bell
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  




LV

90


    



  




LV

91
     

 

  






LV LV









Dolphin

Whale

92 

          




LV

R

93 

 


       




LV

(    ) (    ) (    )

94 

 


       





LV

(    )

95 

          





LV LV

(    )

~ 10 ~ Cat. 20878











Dolphin

Whale

96 




        




LV

97 





       




LV

(    ) (    ) (    )

98 





       




LV

(    )

99
    

 





       






LV LV









Dolphin

Whale

100


    







       




LV

101 





       





LV

(    ) (    ) (    )

102 
 


       





LV

(    )

103 





       






LV LV

(    )

~ 11 ~ Cat. 20878











Dolphin

Whale

104 

       




LV

105 

       





LV
dim. poco a poco 
     to m. 131

106 





       





LV

(    )

107
    

 





       






LV LV

(    )






Whale

108        




LV

109        


  

LV

110        





LV

111        






LV LV

~ 12 ~ Cat. 20878








Whale

112        




LV

113        





LV

114        





LV

115        






LV LV






Whale

116        


  

LV

117        





LV

118 



       




R

LV

(    )
119





       





LV LV

(    )

~ 13 ~ Cat. 20878








Whale

120 


        




LV

121
 


       




LV

(    ) (    ) (    )
122





       





LV

(    )
123





       






LV LV






Whale

124 



       

  


*The Echo on the chimes is executed by placing finger on the U-shaped slit and releasing it.

*

LV

125





       

  

  

LV

(    ) (    ) (    )
126

 


       

 



LV

(    )
127





       






LV LV

~ 14 ~ Cat. 20878










Whale

'ili'ili

128


         

   



 

LV

129
 


       

  

  

   

LV

(    ) (    ) (    )
130

 


       

  


 

LV

(    )
131

          






   

LV
LV

(    )








Whale

'ili'ili

132

       

  



 

rit.

rit.

LV

133




  

  

   

R

134


 





 

135



  






~ 15 ~ Cat. 20878
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